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“TOTAL” PEACE—ONLY ANSWER TO 
“TOTAL” WAR 


To Which Shall Resources Be Directed ? 


This was the theme of a remarkably successful 


protest demonstration held by the Peace Pledge Union in Hyde Park on Sunday, when the 


Al £ 1,500,000,000 for ‘rearmament’ means war.” 


Pacifist conception of a completely 


war method. 


“new way of life” 


was stressed as the only real alternative to the 


The complete subjugation of the national life to war purposes demanded by reliance on the latter 
method has just been well illustrated by a series of articles by Sir William Beveridge in “The Times” 


t “The Home Front in War,” 


in which he suggested that 


“from 


now on, till the fear of war is 


banished finally from earth, all the economic activities of the country—governmental and_private— 
Should be reviewed from the standpoint of better preparedness for war.” 


What Sir William Beveridge anticipated, commented a leading 


article in The Times, was 


“a possible tomorrow when circum- 


Stances will have given immediate urgency to needs at present too 


Temote to be generally admitted.” 


“The next war,” added The Times, 


“will begin where the last 


War ended; and it ended with the collapse of civilian moral.” 


MOBILIZATION FOR THE “HOME FRONT” 
—WHY NOT FOR PEACE ? 


THE problems of direct attack 

upon civilians formed the sub- 
ject of the first of Sir William 
Beveridge’s articles, in which he 
Suggested, among other things, 
the taking of some effective steps 
fo stop the further growth of 
London. 


In his second article he considered 
the measures of control necessary to 
deal with indirect attacks on the 
“home front” through food supplies, 
4nd in the final article he asked for 
the establishment of a “General Staff 
for the home front.” 


_ Although in peace time the social- 
ation of industries to serve the in- 
terests of the entire community is 
Soked upon as impracticable, under 
the stress of war such a step must, 
4pparently, be considered. For Sir 

illiam declared that one of the 
Undamental problems for examina- 
ion was whether we were going to try 
the. Munitions Act policy again or 
Whether we were 


“going to try something much 
More drastic—the socialization 
of a large part of war-time indus- 
tries from top to bottom, re- 
Dlacing the profit and wage sys- 
tem by a system of national 


Service on State pay for all ranks 
alike.” 


auch an abandonment of tradition 
as giving consideration to the adop- 
ion of “a system of production for 
instead of for profit (even though |! 


t “use” is a base one) arose from 
© fact that the attempt previously 


made under the Munitions Act to 
“combine capitalist conduct of indus- 
try with industrial discipline” revealed 
“a fundamental difficulty of ‘industrial 
conscription,” of making an ‘industrial 
army’ parallel to the military army.” 


Nevertheless, it was “hardly possible 
to contemplate a complete replace- 
ment of capitalism by socialism for 
the period of the war, even in muni- 
tion factories,” although it was “likely 
that we shall be driven to go much 
farther in that direction than we did 
in the last war, and that we shall find 
public opinion ready to go much 
farther and demanding it.” 


The totalitarian nature of modern 
warfare was emphasized in Sir William 
Beveridge’s conclusion that “if we 
prepare for war at all, we must pre- 
pare for it completely.” 


A BRIGHTER FEATURE? 


Among the “brighter features” of 
hts dismal conclusion he ranked the 
fact that “many of the things that 
we ought to do now for preparedness 
in war will make a better country in 
peace”—although the latter state has 
so far never presented itself as suffi- 
cient justification in itself for under- 
taking such measures. 


This point was emphasized by The 
Times itself, which has discovered for 
war the virtue that it “simplifies the 
problems of constructive thought in 
the very act of making them more 


urgent, and so facilitates their solu- 
tion.” 
“Rearmament” itself, according to 


this newspaper, is not necessarily an 
alternative to reconstruction. 


Although there is no suggestion that 


Dr. Sheppard 
advertising the protest 
demonstration. 


we should pursue good for its own 
sake, it is suggested that “once com- 
mitted to the practice of extracting 
good from evil, and of making a vir- 
tue of necessity, we may well find 
that its application is not restricted to 
material concerns’—a _ reference to 
the so-called dilemma either of sacri- 
ficing the ‘outward tokens of a free 
life’ or of imperilling freedom itself. 
Although the proposals put forward 
are the outcome of a fear of war, 
a PEACE NEWS reader in Bromley, 
Kent, suggests that “as pacifists we 
should not be blind to opportunities 
of good coming even out of ‘defence’ 
preparations. The striking articles 
by Sir William Beveridge are of 
value not just as indicating a war 
policy, but as giving a glimpse of 
better organized productive plans 
of permanent value.” 


DENYING THE 
“RIGHT TO 
KILL” 


Case Against Arms 
Policy 
By a PEACE NEWS Reporter 


ORE than a thousand people 
braved the bitter winds in 
Hyde Park, London, on Sunday 
afternoon to hear a large number 
of speakers and to join in the 
Peace Pledge Union’s emphatic 
protest against the Government’s 
£1,500,000,000 armament policy. 
They were, moreover, a keen, and 
not merely duty-bound, crowd. The 
speakers, too, were at least as good 
as ever, 

Though George Lansbury was un- 
fortunately not well enough to be 
there. Canon “Dick” Sheppard was 
able to give the meeting a great send- 
off with a vigorous speéch which he 
concluded : 

I deny absolutely the right of the 
Archbishop of York or the Bishop 
of London to say a Christian has 
a right to kill. If what they say is 
right, then the Sermon on_ the 
Mount is not the word of God, and 
we should tear it out of our New 
Testaments and have done with it. 
Sir Thomas Inskip’s statement that 

there were no two opinions in the 
country as to the need for “rearma- 
ment” was quoted by Allan Smith, 
who asked the audience whether the 
Defence Minister was right. There 
was no mistaking the heartiness of 
the “No!” which came in reply. 

There were two alternatives, said 
Mr. Smith; the mustard gas method, 
or disarmament. 

Laurence Housman declared that 
war might come sooner rather than 
later because of the Government's 
armament policy, and Thomas Southall 
recalled Mr. Baldwin's confession 
that even while supporting arms in- 
creases as “necessary” he was “all the 
time conscious of the folly of us all”! 

The case against the armament 
policy was summed up by the Rev. 
Henry Carter as threefold: “It makes 
war more likely; it increases the num- 
ber of people of a reactionary mind: 
it is no way at all of solving the ad- 
mitted problems of the world.” 

The responsibility of women was 
emphasized by Vera Brittain (a re- 
cent notable addition to the Sponsors 
of the Union), who said: “What I 
cannot understand is why the women 
of the country do not rise in protest 
against the fate that is awaiting their 
children.” But “it is no good simply 
saying ‘Hear, hear,” protested Canon 
Morris. 

If they were to make their 
protest effective they should join 


i 


ag = a 


the Peace Pledge Union and see 
that its membership grew to 
such an extent that the Govern- 
ment would be compelled to 
abandon war as a possible instru- 
ment of policy. 

“How can increasing the number 
of guns you have got increase se- 
curity?” he asked. “What are guns 
for except to jeopardize security? 
Once you begin to jeopardize the 
security of one nation you are going 
to jeopardize general security.” 

Quite a number of people, I saw, 
responded to the speakers’ appeal to 
sign the pledge and join the Union. 


LOCAL PUBLIC 
MEETINGS 


The Hampstead group’s maiden 
public meeting. held in the Town Hall 
last Friday, was an _ unqualified 
success. 

Hundreds had to be turned away, 
PEACE NEWS was sold out, a mass 
of literature and pledge cards went 
into new hands, and more than £30 
was collected for the group's funds. 
Both Bertrand Russell and James 

Hudson impressed on their audience 
the utter futility of war, and Mr. 
James Hudson also ridiculed the Gov- 
ernment’s palpably absurd schemes 
of “defence.” Mr. Southall and Mr. 
Allan Smith excellently supplemented 
the main speakers, pointing out the 
necessity for hard work. 

At a well-attended public meeting 
organized at Hoddesdon on Thurs- 
day of last week Gerald Heard gave 
an address on ‘“‘An International New 
Deal.” 

As against the increasing fears, he 
said, there is a new hope born of the 
proved success of the pacifist methods 
of dealing with lunatics, criminals, and 
savages. 

He admitted that the vast bulk of 
public opinion appeared at present to 
be opposed to such a policy of inter- 
national goodwill, but psychology en- 
couraged us to hope for a sudden re- 
versal of mentality, due to the sub- 
conscious realization of the madness 
of war, the only alternative to sacrifice 
of empire. 


NO NEED FOR WAR 


Douglas J. J. Owen, of Heaton 
Mersey, addressed a group meeting in 
Macclesfield last week. 

Did those who were afraid of dis- 
armament realize, he wondered, that 
there were already three great organ- 
izations in the world which functioned 
without resort to force of arms? 
These were “the British Common- 
wealth of Nations,” the United States 
of America, and the Hague Court. 

The court, unlike the League, had 
no provision for sanctions behind its 
judgments. Yet it had made some 
very important decisions between na- 
tions since the War, and even the 
great Powers had never thought of 
questioning them. 


THE THREE METHODS 


Three methods of attaining peace 
were outlined by Mr. Howard A. 
Diamond at a meeting in Burnt Ash 
Congregational Church last week. 

The idea that we must be the 
strongest nation would not give peace. 
Trying to attain our ends by “collec- 
tive security” would merely be re- 
placing a big stick by a bigger one. 
But we could rely on pacifism, which, 
however, must not be confused with 
passivism. 

Mr. Diamond said he was in favour 
of promoting visitation between coun- 
tries, so that we might get to under- 
Stand each other better. 


Some controversial 
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REFLECTIONS AND COMMENTS 


by 


LORD PONSONBY 


I AM going to be rather 
controversial this week at the risk 
of finding some of my readers in 
disagreement with me. 


But 
built up not by slavish aquiescence in 


progressive movements are 
principles imposed on them, but by 
the examination, if need be in dis- 
pute, of the ground on which they 
stand and the proper estimation of 
the minor differences among. their 


members. 


Now, if J thought that international 
war was caused by the evil in our 
nature, by our elemental passions, or 
by our ungovernable combative in- 
stinct, I] should not be a pacifist and 
{ should not make speeches proclaim- 
ing the urgent need of putting an end 
to war; because I should know that 
the purification of our natures, the 
governing of our passions and the 
extinguishing of our combative in- 
stinct was a long-drawn-out process 
which must take centuries to ac- 
complish. 


But anyone who gives the mat- 
ter a moment’s thought can see 
quite clearly that international 
war is not caused in this way at 
all. Only a month before the out- 
break of the Great War there was 
no one in this country who was un- 
restrainably anxious to kill Germans 
and there were only a handful who 
even mistrusted Germany. 


Reconciliation 
in Austria 
From a Correspondent 


VIENNA, February 26. 


A party of English pacifists and 
others interested in international prob- 
lems will visit Vienna during the 
Easter vacation. 

The party will leave London on 
March 24 to enable them to attend 
a conference arranged by the Prague 
Fellowship of Reconciliation group 
at Easter at Bratislava. 

In England it is impossible to 
realize the conditions facing paci- 
fists abroad; so I hope this visit 
may enable those working for 
peace in England to gain a real 
understanding of the problems of 
our continental friends, without 
which their work for reconciliation 
can never be fully successful. 


The party will return to London on 
April 7. The cost, including 3rd 
class return, London to Vienna (via 
Ostend) and Hoste! accommodation 
in Vienna, is £11. The conference 
will cost 15s. extra. 

Application, accompanied by regis- 
tration fee of £1, should be made 
before March 14 to Mrs. K. M. 
Campbell, 64 Storey’s Way, Cam- 
bridge. 


THEREFORE anyone 
who suggests that we must be born 
again and our sinfulness purged 
before war can be ended is doing 
ill service to the cause of paci- 
fism by suggesting an origin for 
war which it would be manifestly 
impossible to eliminate for gener- 
ations to come, if ever. 


The emphatic and_ decided 
Christian message against war has 
been preached from all the pulpits 
in Christendom for close on two 
thousand years and we seem to be 
further from reaching the ideal 
than ever we were. 


Most of the leading ecclesiastics 
have thrown up the job as hopeless. 
But once we understand that war is 
caused by faulty methods of negotia- 
tion and absence of machinery for 
conciliation, by sincere but mistaken 
belief in force for defence, by the con- 
scientious mistakes and ineptitude of 
statesmen and by political policies of 
imperialism, expansion. and economic 
exploitation, all of which can be al- 
tered, it becomes abundantly clear 
that it is not man’s sinfulness but 
man’s folly that is the trouble. 


* * 


rt 

CONSEQUENTLY efforts 
for self improvement admirable 
as some of them may be, must 
on no account be mixed up with 
efforts to stop the next war. 


It amounts to giving our case 
away by suggesting that moral 
purification and chastening is the 
indispensable preliminary to the 
abolition of war. 


1 am all in favour of a man trying 
to improve himself. Let him adopt 
any method he likes. 


He may find help in some form of 
recognized religion, in psychoanalysis, 
in confessions before a Buchmanite 
group, in community singing or knit- 
ting, in mending other people's roofs 
and unblocking their sinks, in repeat- 
ing the phrase which made Coué so 
popular some years ago, “I am get- 
ting better and better every day”; in 
subduing his temper by adjusting his 
legs and back to a new poise; in be- 
coming a Plymouth Brother, a spiritu- 
alist, a Seventh Day Adventist, a 
Cokeler, a Christian Scientist or an 
Agapominite, to mention only a very 
few of the methods suggested by sects 
which have large followings. 


But for goodness sake do not let 


_[him suppose that this will help him in 


his work as a pacifist. 


* * 


Non - VIOLENCE — or 
non-resistance is all very well 
but it seems to lead to endless 
and fruitless disputes as to what 
degree of resistance is permissible 


| or advisable. 


In a striving on the part of its ad- 
herents to prove their complete con- 
sistency much time is wasted. More- 
over non-resistance does not make 2 
very good basis for a special creed. 


I know of conscientious believers 
in force who are high-minded and ad- 
mirable people with natures untainted 
by any mean or contemptible vices. 
They are simply intellectually un- 
persuaded that the use of force in cer- 
tain conditions is wrong. 


After a course of intensive self- 
improvement we cannot go to them 
and say: “As non-resisters we are 
obviously morally superior to you.” 
But we can say: “As war-resisters 
we are certainly more sensible than 
you.” 


Many are the books and organiza- 
tions ready at hand to teach and ad- 
vise on self-improvement. Some of 
them have been at work for a long 
time and new ones crop up every few 


years. None has any striking suc- 
cess. The royal road has yet to be 
discovered. 


* * 


Ler us leave all this to 
individual choice and not mix it 
up with nor allow it to be 
threaded into the work of the 
P.P.U. 


I myself am full of inconsistencies. 
my moral nature is a poorish affair 
but I deal with it privately in my ow? 
way (which perhaps I may confess is 
none of those above quoted). 1 don’t 
mix it up with my pacifism and 
have no ambition whatever to get UP 
on a pedestal. 


I want to mix with very ord- 
inary people because in this 
matter of war I believe we ca 
enlist the sympathies of the ma? 
with a cigar and a whisky a” 
soda in the club, the navvy in 
the corner of a pub, the toff oP 
a racecourse, the painted lady 
in the Ritz, and even the boss 
in big business. 


{ want to show them that war has 
been transformed, that its senseless 
barbarity is bad enough but its futile 
imbecility is far worse. They are 
much readier to listen than most 
people suppose and will be the more 
ready when they know that the man 
who approaches them does not pre 
tend to be their moral superior. 


I can go home afterward and fe 
flect on my own sins which, although 
perhaps different, are probably just ae 
bad as theirs. 


We in this generation have 80% 
magnificent chance. Do not let us 
weaken our effort by introducing Ha 
tirely alien matter and converting ! 
P.P.U. into a refuge for faddists. 
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(SPANIARDS’ VIEWS ON VIOLENCE 


| 


| NEWS last week and on February 13. 


A Plan to “Eliminate the Visitors from a Dan 


Beast in Man” 
ANARCHISTS AGAINST MILITARISM 


HE use of violent means to resist aggression formed the subject 
of comment by our Special Correspondent in Spain in PEACE 


In view of the opinions 


expressed to him by members of the international contingent, 


it is enlightening to learn the 


attitude of a Spanish anarchist 


toward the use of violence in human relationships. 


Asked if the idea of violence was 
Teally part of anarchism or not the 
anarchist Minister of Justice in the 
Spanish Cabinet (Juan Garcia Olivier) 
told an interviewer: 


“Certainly not; our ideal is the 
brotherhood of man. Anarchism has 
been violent in Spain because 
Oppression has been violent; in Eng- 
land it has not. 

“But anarchist justice will not be 


‘ Violent; we will consider ignorance of 


the law as a real excuse. The law has 
been made by the rich and strong, as 
in feudal times, and crime can never 
be suppressed till the economic and 
Cultural level of everybody has been 
Taised. 


“I would abolish military ser- 
vice and substitute instead ser- 
vice by which everyone who is 
well-educated has to spend a 
year passing on his education to 
the peasants. 


“I would like to re-educate fascist 
Prisoners after the war in reforma- 
tories. If a guard used violence on 
them he would go to prison himself. 


“Tf I had to sum up anarchism in 
a phrase I would say it was the ideal 
Of eliminating the beast in man.” 


DEFEATISM 


A more defeatist attitude was shown 

by another anarchist in Spain, whose 

* Words have been recorded by a corres- 

Pondent of the International Fellow- 
Ship of Reconciliation. 


“Yes, we are still anti-mili- 
tarists,” said the Spaniard, “but 
we do not believe in non-vio- 
lence. There may have been 
some among us who were at- 
tracted by this creed, but recent 
events have converted them 
from it. 


“It has become impossible to con- 
tinue in the way of non-violence. 
me must carry arms, even to be able 
to defend oneself from personal 
attacks by fascists at night, or in un- 
frequented places. 

“You could not do otherwise your- 
Self. Within a week you would be 
asking for a licence to carry a gun,” 
€ concluded. 
_ “I think to myself,” commented his 
Mterviewer, “how well he confirms, 
Y his words and his attitude, the 
Well-known psychological rule that 
‘Car creates its own object, for the 
anger of being attacked here no 
Onger exists.” 
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YOUNG VICTIMS 
OF 
THE GREAT WAR 


THE effects on children of the 
2 World War are described in a 
book entitled War and Children, pub- 
lished recently by the International 
Union for Aid to Children. 

War and Children tells how death 
took a terrible toll, disease crippled 
many others, made them old prema- 
turely, deprived them of speech, 
stunted their bodies, and made them 
unable to walk. 

Since 1920 this organization has 
been at work, trying to undo the 
damage of the war and to alleviate 
suffering. 

Attention is being paid to ex- 
pectant mothers, the health, the 
food, the general development 
of the child, and many similar 
matters. 

Yet, when war comes, the defence- 
lessness and helplessness of the child- 
ren are made horribly apparent, and 
all the efforts to aid and advance 
them are made into a cruel mockery. 

In the book Georges Duhamel ex- 
pressed an opinion that “the frightful 
ravages of the last war among the 
children dare not be forgotten.” 


HOLIDAYS AHEAD! 


Are you interested in furthering 
international understanding? If so, 
you will find details of summer holi- 
days abroad for 1937 in a booklet just 
issued by the Holiday Fellowship. 

It contains jnformation about walk- 
ing tours and holidays at their centres 
in the Austrian Tyrol, Holland, Ger- 
many, Switzerland, and elsewhere. 
The Holiday Fellowship, Fellowship 
House, 142 Great North Way, Hen- 
don, N.W.4, will send full particulars 
on request. 
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Zone 
To Tell Us About Central Europe 


From a Correspondent 


On Monday there will arrive in 
Britain, under the auspices and 
at the invitation of the British 
National Committee of the Inter- 
national Peace Campaign, a team 
of speakers from Czechoslovakia. 


The speakers, who will stay until 
April 27, will be young men and 
women who can speak English really 
well, and who will be able to tell us 
how the representatives of a young 
democratic State in Central Europe 
regard the present international situa- 
tion. 


It is to be hoped that they 
will, when they return home, 
carry with them a message of 
hope and encouragement from 
this country, which is regarded 
by them as holding in its hands 
the power to decide whether 
there shall be peace or war, but 
which has recently been disap- 
pointing its foreign friends and 
admirers. 


Organizations which would like to 
learn more about Czechoslovakia and 
about how they can help her should 
apply soon to the Secretary of the 
British National Committee, 


Inter- 


national Peace Campaign, 15a “Gros- 
venor Crescent, London, S.W.1, for 
the services of one or more of these 
speakers. 


YOUTH MEETS 


A declaration sponsored by the 
I.P.C. in favour of the League of 
Nations and collective “security” has 
been signed by 31 well known people 
in Czechoslovakia, among whom are 
representatives of all parties support- 
ing the present Government of M. 
Hodza. 


Mr. Karel Capek, the famous 
author, is also among the signatories. 


In order to carry on friendly re- 
lations, begun in Geneva at the World 
Youth Congress, young Germans, 
Hungarians, and Czechoslovakians, 
met recently at a week-end conference 
in Moldavia. . 


The main topic of their dis- 
cussions was their will to mani- 
fest their desire for the deepen- 
ing of mutual understanding and 
the improvement of their rela- 
tions by discussing the funda- 
mental problems concerning the 
different nationalities of Czecho- 
slovakia. 


“NO-FOREIGN-WAR CRUSADE” IN 
THE U.S.A. 


Campaigning for Negro Support 


UST one month from today— 
on April 6—the people of the 
United States will commemorate 
the twentieth anniversary of their 
country’s entry into the Great 
War. 

This year the day will be marked 
by the commencement of the “fourth 
cycle’ of the Emergency Peace Cam- 
paign. This new phase of the Cam- 
paign’s activities is a ‘“No-Foreign- 
War Crusade,” and will extend 
through April and May. 

A group of nationally prominent 
people will participate, and teams 
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of speakers will visit approximately 
2,500 cities and towns throughout 
the country. 


Those taking part in the movement 
anite in their opposition to war en- 
gaged by the U.S.A. outside its con- 
tinental territory, and signatures will 
be invited to cards pledging signatories 
to take a “mature and resolute stand” 
against war. 


“WAY DOWN SOUTH” 


Mr. Warren H. Scott, a former 
international relations secretary of the 
Student Christian Movement of Great 
Britain and Ireland, has just joined 
the staff of the Emergency Peace 
Campaign and will be in charge of 
negro work among the southern 
colleges. Mr. Scott once declared 
“the security of the negro, econ- 
omically and politically, and the 
possibilities of development be- 
fore him in all realms of life,” to 
be “intimately tied up with the 
struggle against war.” 


Calling for negroes especially to 
remember that they belong to the 
human family before they belong to 
the negro race, Mr. Scott said: 


“an inescapable challenge confronts 
each of us. There is no more press- 
ing issue before civilization today 
than the question of world peace.” 


While in England, Mr. Scott was a 
member of the executive committee 
of the Joint Council for the Promotion 
of Understanding between White and 
Coloured people. 


2 2 
te eto an 


ret Bn 


Abeengrona? 
veer 


Se ee Mad 
Ses Fo 


Ranges” 


PEACE NEWS 


SEE HOW THEY GROW 


S : 


fo 
eke 


soot ilies . 


Ss E 


w4 


Map nse groups a the Peace "Pledge Union up to ae 250037 


John Barclay writes: 


HIS week a map is taking the 

place of my usual notes. It 
speaks for itself, but needs a little 
comment. The black dots each 
represent a group. Round Man- 
chester they are so thick that the 
reproduction was difficult. 

The black square of London was 
so congested that it was quite im- 
possible to photograph! 

No. shown individually 340 

No. represented in London 102 


442 
Please see to it that the “large 
open spaces” are tackled. Now 
is the time! 


“ACROSS YONDER” 
(A Mystical Adventure) 
A Play in Three Acts by 

THEODORA WILSON WILSON 
Price Is. 6d. Net (Postage 2d.) 
From: Friends Book Centre 
Euston Road, London, N.W.1, 
or from the Peace Pledge Union, 
96 Regent Street, London, W.1. 
Note. The Author will book a 
limited number of Dramatic Read- 
ings without fee, to P.P.U. Meet- 
ings. Collection for P.P.U. Apply 


11 Glenilla Road, London, N.W.3 


Pacifist M.P.s convention on :— 


Renunciation of war: World 
conference: A New League 
Total Disarmament 


CONVENTION urging the 
renunciation of war as an in- 
strument of policy, the summon- 
ing of a new world conference to 
examine economic and territorial 
grievances, and the rehabilitating 
of the League of Nations, will be 
held at Manchester on April 24. 


The convention, which was an- 
nounced in advance in PEACE NEWS 
some weeks ago, has been organized 
by the Parliamentary Pacifist Group. 
It will urge the Government to sum- 
mon another conference to deal with 
total disarmament. 

A discussion will take place on 

the subject of compulsory mili- 

tary service. 

George Lansbury, Lord Arnold, Dr. 
Alfred Salter, Dr. H. R. L. Sheppard, 
C. H. Wilson, Vera Brittain, Mrs. 
Eleanor Barton, and the Rev. Henry 
Carter and others will address the 
convention. 


LORD MAYOR’S EFFORT 


About 10,000 people in Manchester 
signed the Lord Mayor’s manifesto 
“to the plain people of Europe” call- 
ing for peace in the name of human 
fellowship. 

A letter, acknowledging receipt of 
the manifesto, has been received by 
the Lord Mayor of Manchester from 
Mr. Baldwin, stating that it will be 
placed before Mr. Eden on the latter's 
return from his holidays. 


A notice posted inside the famous 
Chartres Cathedral, according to The 
New Statesman and Nation, urges 
visitors to contribute to the cost of a 
mechanism for moving the windows 
of the edifice into safety at a minute’s 
notice, pointing out that the glass 
would be broken upon the explosion 
of a bomb nearby; a mile or two 
away, within sight of the Cathedral, 
is a large new military aerodrome. 
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A REAL PEACE 
BALLOT 


They say “‘No!’’ 


From a Correspondent 


HE results of a ballot paper on . 


the question of war, issued a 
few weeks ago to the readers of 
the Christian Advocate, organ of 
the Churches of Christ in Great 
Britain and Ireland, are summar- 
ized below. 


Those who declared they would not 
bear arms in a war of national “de- 
fence” against aggression numbered 
458. Only 79 said they would bear 
arms. 


One hundred and seventy said they 
would personally support a war di- 
rected by the League of Nations 
igainst an offending nation. Against 
his, however, 386 people refused to 
have anything to do with such a wal. 


GREAT MAJORITY PACIFIST 


The number of those who would 
aot bear arms in another war in ful- 


| filment of treaties already entered into 


was 498, compared with only 15 who 
would do so. 


An uncompromising refusal to 
have anything to do with war at 
all was given by 392 persons: 
who, rather than accept any 
alternative, were prepared to 8° 
to prison. 


It is significant, in view of the Gov- 
ernment’s “rearmament” plans, that 
all except four voted against the in- 
creasing of armaments for national 
“defence,” export to attacked nations, 
and fulfilling League obligations. 


Although 534 voted in favour of 
Great Britain remaining a member © 
the League of Nations, it is interesting 
to note that an overwhelming major 
ity voted against both armed interven- 
tion and the imposition of economic 
sanctions against aggressive nations. 


AN ‘UNOFFICIAL 
EMPIRE ”’ 


“Can we take a risk in the interests 
of peace by considering Germany's 
claims to colonial territory either 5 
nandates or as colonies outright? 
asked Dr. Brinley Thomas at a meet 
ing held at Essex Hall, London. 


The future, if any, of our country, 
he added, depended on the answer ' 
this question. 


After outlining the extraordin- 
ary skill which Dr. Schacht ha¢ 
shown in dealing with monetary 
difficulties, he said that the 
Balkan States were slowly beiné 
drawn into a web, and asserte 
that Germany was a bankru 
turned blackmailer. 

Dr. Thomas said there had been ® 
great deal of German penetration in 
South America during recent yee 
and many South American republic 
were becoming part of the un 
German Empire. 


TRoaberroeMoswosroeaoaraargenow: 
HAVE YOU TRIED 
getting 
PEACE NEWS 
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PEACE NEWS 


Kathleen Bartlett asks 


Ir we sit our boys and girls 
in rows—our simple yet complex 
boys and girls—and present them 
With orations on the virtues and 
desirability of pacifism, the result 
will be the birth in their imma- 
ture breasts of a savage desire to 
fight us. 


This desire should be considered 
Neither vicious nor unfortunate. A 
little child has not reached the pacific 
Stage of mental growth, and a ready- 
Made idea is indigestible during child- 
hood. If he can toy with it, and dis- 
Integrate it or, better still, discover 
It himself, then it will be of lasting 
Value. 


Ler the children run free in 
a rich environment. 


Logical compulsion there must be 
~bedtime, washing time, and meal 
time, but let “Yes” be the rule, and 
“No” the exception. If “No” only 
Occurs when absolutely necessary, 


I have seen it almost invariably 
obeyed, as the penalty of dis- 
obedience is disorderliness and 
discomfort which children do not 
desire. 


~~ 


WILL PACIFISM 
EVOLVE? 


With children of two, three, and 
four years there should be no enforce- 
ment of morals as they are not 
natural at this stage, but merely a 
response to childish affection—a good- 
night kiss, and a little petting after a 
fall or other hurt. It does not help 
toddlers constantly to handle them. 


They enjoy washing, dressing, feed- 
ing, and serving themselves. They 
should not be hurried, but helped if 
necessary. 


Gaudy and expensive toys are of 
scant value—the little ones find com- 
plete joy in paddling or playing with 
water, digging sand or garden soil, 
and making rough balls or cakes from 
a mixture of flour and water. 


They derive satisfaction from climb- 
ing frames, slides, hammering toys, 
pushing toys, and bricks. The two 
and three year olds pile the bricks 
into barrows (or on to chairs) and 
tip them chaotically to the ground; 
the children of four build columns 


iT SEEMS TO ME.... 


Duff Cooperation 


Cooper (Duff) 

Doesn’t think he’s enough; 
He’d feel safer from snoopers 
In an army of Coopers. 


O you like my poem? If not, I’m 

sorry. If you do, would you like 

Me to build you a house, design you 

4 motor car, or sell you a nice cake 
Of soap? 

At a P.P.U. cell the other evening 
4 member—a rather distinguished 
and well known pacifist—was_re- 
Marking sadly that over here we 
aven't as much political cynicism as 
they have in the United States. He 
Was thinking, I fancy, of the Veterans 
of Future Wars—a magnificent joke 
‘hat can’t unfortunately be repeated. 
_ One kind of cynicism we do want 
'$ cynicism about advertising—and I 
On’t mean only army or territorial 
Snes, A successful advertisement is 
the work of a clever copy-writer, an 
“fective artist, and a skilled typo- 
8tapher. 

None of the brains that produce it 
are the brains that produce the article 
Mt advertises. Are you advertisement 
Proof? If not, you’re not a free man. 


Interlude 


Stanley Baldwin 
as the man who called in 
omas Inskip. 

RLP., R.LP., R.LP. 


Now that’s the sort of poem you 
could sell petrol on, if it were 
Bod enough, which perhaps it isn’t. 
Bood joke is the life-blood of a 
‘aster spirit.” (Milton—almost.) Com- 
ited with a free voucher, “Value 
»” it would be powerful. A picture 
ha pretty girl would make it irresis- 
le. You see what I mean. 
ye the 17th century, I read in the 
“ws. Chronicle, a bill was introduced 


into Parliament providing that “all 
women of whatever rank, profession 
or degree that shall impose upon any 
or his Majesty’s subjects by the scents, 
paints, cosmetic washes, artificial 
teeth, false hair, Spanish wool, iron 
stays, hoops, high-heeled shoes and 
bolstered hips, shall incur the penalty 
of the law in force against witchcraft 
and like misdemeanours.” 

Advertising, I suppose, would be 
flattered to be compared to witchcraft. 
And I am no enemy of cosmetics or 
artificial teeth. 

But it is one thing to adorn what 
is loved, another to love what is 
adorned. The wise people are those 
who decide what they want and then 
do deep research work into cata- 
logues, whether they are the cata- 
logues of commerce, politics, or philo- 
sophy. 


Back to Adam 


( ARDENING is perhaps the truest 

passion of many people, with the 
result that seedmen use the higher arts 
of advertising as little as anyone. A 
gardener is a man surrounded with 
catalogues. He will even pay for 
them, as one at least of the larger 
seeds firms has discovered. 

Compare the energy with which a 
gardener tracks down a new variety 
of begonia with the absent-minded 
way in which you a few months back 
tried a new kind of soap and found 
it no worse than the last. 

The lowest stage of advertisement 
is when it becomes the end instead of 
the means. In nationalism we seem 
to reach this lowest stage when we 
talk of prestige—which is little but 
the advertisement of strength. Listen 
to the words of a writer in the United 
Services Gazette:— 

“The truth is that a colonial em- 
pire to a great nation is what a deer 


and knock them down with shouts of 
joy. 
This destruction is the first 
stage of construction, and the 
concrete aspect of thought. 


When the children hit each other, 
turn their attention to something less 
anti-social, perhaps mildly remarking 
that it is unkind, but do not scold. 


The unfortunate little recipient of 
what is quite possibly a demonstration 
of affection, can be comforted unemo- 
tionally. These babies learn the law 
of balance by eurythmics and rhymes. 


As they become four, five, 
and six years old, they can keep 
pets, and will learn naturally the 
facts of hygiene, sex, and repro- 
duction. 


They will see the animals scrapping. 


Domestic work will be voluntary 
and popular—sweeping, dusting, cook- 


by Ampersand 


forest in Scotland is to a successful 
business man with sporting instincts 
—a hall-mark of importance and 
prosperity.” 

You'd think he was on our side! 


Problem in Love 


and Hate 


LeOre BEAVERBROOK says 

Herbert Morrison is next door 
to a Communist, though Herbert 
Morrison, as an orthodox member of 
the Labour Party, refuses to work 
with the Communists. 

The Labour M.P. for Battersea says 
the Conservative Party does every- 
thing that Lord Beaverbrook tells it to 
do. But Commander Spears (Conser- 
vative) says the suggestion is “child- 
ish” when “that gentleman spends his 
time attacking members of the Gov- 
ernment individually and in the mass.” 


Questions : — 

1. Who has to be rude to whom 
in order to produce a united 
House of Commons? 

2 Who among the various 
groups that attack the P.P.U. are 
really doing its work for it? 


The Big, Black Crow 


I HAVE to thank a number of cor- 

respondents, the majority from the 
Midlands, for writing to tell me that 
they have seen the armaments col- 
oured cartoon film. It appears that 
it is not a Disney, but a cartoon called 
Neighbours, distributed by Columbia 
Pictures Ltd. 

So it has been seen, though not, I 
am sure, as widely as it deserves to 
be. A Birmingham reader is going 
to ask a local cinema to revive it and 
other pacifists might well do the same. 
The armaments salesman, I learn, is 
a crow—the carrion variety, presum- 
ably. 


These 
children will have a similar environ- 
ment to the babies but it is widening 


ing, carpentry, and so on. 


daily. Constructive toys can be in- 
troduced, puzzles, &c., and books. 


The children will now build 
more lasting edifices, but ulti- 
mately knock them down and 
definitely improve each new 
erection. 


They can do gardening, and take 
an ever growing interest in the imme- 
diate world around them, in buses, 
trains, aeroplanes, ships, shops, road- 
sense, homes, and so on. 


They can master the rudiments of 
reading and elementary mathematics, 
counting, weighing and measuring as 
the need arises in their play. 


Durine these first five or 
six years of life the children have 
been left very free and have had 
access to a rich environment. 


They have been given answers to 
all their questions, or opportunity to 
discover answers, they have experi- 
mented freely with materials, they 
have disintegrated, and have felt the 
desire to build and produce. 


They have had consistent treatment, 
and have seen lovely pictures and 
heard pretty music, rhymes, and 
stories. They have moved freely, or 
to music and spoken “verse. 


At six years old a child begins to 
realize himself, can take an interest 
in the outside world, and begins to 
understand distances of time (e.g., 
when mummy was a little girl) and 
space (across the sea—in other lands). 


Havine dealt with a set of 
children in the manner indicated 
until they were six years old, I 
made the inevitable mistake and 
began to preach my idea of virtue. 


The children were all capable at 
that time of forming their own 
opinions which were natural to that 
stage of free and natural growth. 


Six-year-old Peter who was going 
through a mental stage equivalent to 
that of the cave man, announced that 
he was going to fight and kill people 
when he was big. 


“Oh, Peter,” I said, in mistaken 
alarm, “you wouldn’t kill other 
boys’ daddies, would you?” 


“Oh, no,” remarked Peter, “only 
Injuns.” 


“But they have little boys to love 
them as you love your daddy,” I ex- 
postulated. 


“Yes,” said Peter, bored but patient, 


“but you see I should only kill the 


other side!” 


I laughed then, and realized that to 
force Peter to agree with me verbally 
would not help him through this 


logical and entirely healthy phase of 
development. 


Peter, at the age of six years, had 
developed a reasonable philosophy, 


and I have great hopes of him as a 
pacifist because he has learnt how to 
think. 

(Two more articles on this ques- 


tion will appear in early issues of 
PEACE NEWS.) ' 


a 


Sy 


Jieace Pets 


Editorial Office: 
59 Waterfall Road, London, N.11 


Tel: Enterprise 1888 


Subscription Rates: 
Quarterly: 2s. 84d. post free 
10s. 2d. 4, 4, 


The Weekly Newspaper of the Peace Pledge Union 


Taking the Constructive Pacifist Position, but 
providing news, information and an open forum 


Yearly: 


Serving all who are working for Peace 


March 6, 1937 


“The FOLLY 
of us 
All”! 


HERE is little doubt, in the paci- 
fist’s mind at any rate, that im- 
perialism is one of the major causes 
of war—that is, one of the chief im- 
mediate causes; for imperialism itself 
has antecedents; “first 
cause.” What, then, is the responsi- 
bility of those who support imperi- 
alism and make 
possible? 


Leaving aside those who are “sup- 
porting” it against their wills—who 
are, that is to say, partaking of the 
effects of imperialism because the 
economic system leaves them no al- 
ternative—are those who might have 
some influence in ending it failing to 
use that influence because they are 
clever knaves or because they are sin- 
cere fools? In other words, are they 
deliberately perpetuating a thing they 
know to be inevitably productive of 
untold misery and death to millions 
of their fellows but benefit to them- 
selves, or do they honestly see no 
possibility of an alternative method of 
securing the necessities of life and 
fondly imagine that, whatever diffi- 
culties it may lead them into, it 
need not land anyone in a war? 


The short answer probably is that 
both are represented among those 
who can fairly be held responsible for 
the policy that is at this moment 
leading us like lambs to the slaughter. 
But it is the “sincere fools’ who 
are the more dangerous. Even a 
knave’s cleverness must tell him to 
stop when he sees that its victims are 
refusing to be led. And it is the 
pacifist’s primary task to refuse to be 
led into the cleverest trick of getting 
men to slaughter each other when 
ordinary cleverness has failed to avert 
disaster. 


The rapidly accelerating arms race 
is sufficient proof that it is the foolish 
who are causing the danger. ‘‘Clever- 
ness” is the very last word that des- 
cribes the expenditure of vast sums of 
money and terrific energy on pre- 
paring for war: “folly” is the very 
word that even Mr. Baldwin has given 
it! Only a profound conviction that 
no other basis for human relations 
is possible can explain the peoples’ 
grim determination to be foolish. 
There lies the pacifist’s hardest but 
most necessary task—to show con- 
vincingly, by every conceivable 
means, that there is a “more ex- 
cellent way.” And force is not one 
of those means. , 


it is not a 


its continuance 


The Pacifist attitude to 


PEACE NEWS 


FASCISM and 


AR, hard-pressed to show 
WV ssication for its exist- 

ence by 1918, has since 
taken refuge in fascism. 


So now we have politicians who 
believe that the immediate need is for 
a Popular Front against war and 
fascism. Well, I am all for a popu- 
lar front against war: that is very 
precisely what the Peace Pledge 
Union is; and I am totally op- 
posed to fascism. 


But although war is _ inherently 
bound up with the practice and ide- 
ology of fascism, fascism is not war, 
and if you bracket them, you may 
find yourself fighting fascism and 
carrying on war. 

On the other hand, if the opposi- 
tion to war is real and absolute, the 
ground of fascism is cut beneath it, 
and it must collapse; for ultimately 
fascism cannot function except by 
means of war, and ultimately war 
cannot be carried on by governments 
but only by the governed. 


Resist war and you will destroy 
fascism. Fight fascism and you will 
be landed in war. 


¥ ¥ 
AR we know; but fascism is 
a much more slippery eel 
than most of our political friends 
on the Left perceive. 

They are only half aware of the 
danger of finding themselves under 
what is in effect fascist govern- 
ment but, for purposes of disguise, 


is called by another name— 
“National” perhaps. 


What many of them forget is that 


fascism is not a colossus bestriding ™ 


the Continent and threatening to step 
across the English Channel, but an 
insidious infection that grows unob- 


WAR 
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by 


MAX PLOWMAN 


served in the body politic and then 
suddenly appears, under some sharp 
pressure of circumstance, as a full- 
grown disease. Fascism is, in fact, 
not a monster of moral and political 
obliquity, but an economic and _ poli- 
tical consequence. 


It is, moreover, the natural econ- 
omic and political consequence of a 
certain sort of international failure— 
specifically, the kind of failure that 
followed upon the efforts of the allied 
governments, after the War, to give 
a certain kind of fixation to their 
judgments at Versailles. 


In a word, fascism is squeezed 
capitalism—the refuge of capital- 
ist States whose international com- 
merce appears to them to have 
been restricted, and who are de- 
termined to fight back for their 
international prestige at the cost 
of internal constriction. 


These States limit the freedom of 
their peoples in order to acquire the 
means to regain the international free- 
dom they have lost. They bind the 
State into a fixed unity in order to 
give it strength in its activities beyond 
the border of the State; and they do 
this, not just to exercise malevolent 
power, but to overcome internal 
weakness. 

They are reacting, in fact, to ex- 
ternal pressure: they coagulate 
through fear. Their individual capi- 
talism having run dry, they tap the 
spring of collective capitalism; and 
the inherent war of capitalist society 
appears in the form of the totalitarian 
State—a State that subordinates all to 
two objects; self-sufficiency and self- 
defence. 

* 


* 


SUCH States are necessarily the 
enemies of all other States; 
for in the modern world, no State, 
no nation, lives to itself: it has to 


A LETTER FROM “DICK” 
SHEPPARD 


To the Editor of PEACE NEWS 


[t is with great sorrow that I 
have to announce that Miss 
Rayne, the organizing secretary 
of the Peace Pledge Union, is 
leaving us and going abroad. 


She will, I know, have a warm wel- 
come on her return when she has 
promised to come and work for us 
in a voluntary capacity. Those of 
us who have been in close touch with 
the organization at Headquarters 
realize that her work for the Peace 
Pledge Union has been a magnificent 
achievement and it is to be doubted 


whether anyone else could have built 
up the organization in the way she 
has managed to do, often in very diffi- 
cult circumstances. 


Thank goodness, Miss Rayne is 
leaving through no disagreement with 
us or with our policy but entirely for 
personal reasons. The Sponsors and 
the staff are each giving her a small 
present as a token of their esteem and 
friendship and I am sure that you 
would all wish to join me in sending 
her best wishes for her journey and 
our hopes for her speedy return to 


England. WR. L. SHEPPARD. 


live in some relationship, friendly 
or hostile, to other States. 


Fascism lives in fixed hostility; and 
this hostility has, of course, its imme- 
diate repercussions upon neighbour 
States. 

Its aggressive capitalism is imme- 
diately felt and spontaneously resisted 
by counter-moves on the part of the 
democratic countries concerned. Thus 
the whole business of economic inter- 
national conflict proceeds, demonstra- 
ting its true nature when contending 
economic and political interests be- 
come so conflicting that the tension 
results in threat of war or in war itself. 


Quite apart, therefore, from 
their own native political prefer- 
ences, capitalist democracies like 
Great Britain, being themselves 
aggressively capitalist, are com- 
pelled to reply to the aggressive 
capitalism of fascist countries by 
making responses that are in fact 
fascist in all but name. 


The most obvious of these is re- 
armament; and what is actually hap- 
pening in this country is that, by the 
mere process of opposing fascism on 
its own grounds of capitalist as- 
gression, this country is itself becom- 
ing fascicized. 

It cannot be otherwise. Fascism 
represents the apotheosis of military 
power: it relies wholly upon the 
devilry of modern war to decide what 
is right and good, just and desirable. 


In order to meet it with equal force, 
you must adopt its ethic, wittingly oF 
unwittingly; just as in 1914 those of 
us who dreamed of “a war to en 
war” had to become as completely 
militaristic as our enemies. 

You think you are fighting against 
another’s form of government. What 
is actually happening is that you are 
transforming yourself into his like- 
ness, and your form of government 
into a facsimile of his. 


GUNS INSTEAD OF 
BUTTER 2? 


REFERENCE to the “ultt- 

mate effect of such unecon- 
omic outpouring of public 
money” on arms was made by 
Sir R. Noton Barclay at the 
annual meeting of shareholders 
of District Bank Ltd. 


He said that the country’s 
prosperity was bound up wit 
the export trade and that rising 
costs might place us in a dis 
advantageous position. 


The annual review of 
wages, employment, cost 0 
living, &c., published in the 
Ministry of Labour Gazette 
recently, showed that during 
1936 the average level 
retail prices for food was 
consistently above that foF 
1935. 
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PEACE NEWS 


GUARDING THE FUTURE 
IN SPAIN 


Removing Children from War 
Atmosphere 


From Reginald Conlan, PEACE NEWS Special Correspondent 


CASTELLON-DE-LA-PLANA. 


ITH the aid of Russell Ecroyd, another member of the 
Society of Friends, who has lived here for 45 years and is 
untiring in his efforts to help these unfortunate refugee children, I 
have succeeded in obtaining from the Director General of Cus- 
toms the concession that all consignments of food, clothing. games, 
and seeds shall be exempt from customs duty provided they are 


addressed as follows: — 


Al Gobernador Civil, 
Castellon-de-la-Plana, 


METHODISTS 


Spain. (Espana.) CONDEMN 


(Para los Ninos Refugiados—pro 
Reginald L. H. Conlan). 


Early notice of dispatch, addressed 
to me, will still be necessary. 


The Minister of Justice, Garcia 
Oliver, said recently that the revolu- 
tion must take heed to the protection 
of children in whom lay the future, 
if human society was to be the clean 
and beautiful thing at which all good 
Tevolutionaries aimed. The children 
of fascists must not be made to 
feel that they were outcasts for 
lack of care and attention. 


HELPING HOSPITALS 


Three children have sent fifty pe- 
Setas to the Fragua Social as a contri- 
bution to war hospitals, explaining 
that the gift is made from money 
farned by the father. Reporting the 
Incident, the paper says it has always 
Insisted on the removal of the child 
from the war atmosphere: 


“The children have a _ great 
Store of tenderness which should 
not be dissipated by letting them 
Share in our hatreds. If an echo 
from the battlefield ever reaches 
them, it should be in a sphere 
where they can use their inborn 
urge toward kindness.” 


There are now British wounded, 
from the international contingent at 
Madrid, in the three local hospitals 
‘ere. They tell me that even veterans 
Of the European War describe the 
Nghting as the fiercest they have ever 
Known, counter-attack following 
SWiftly on attack, and bayonet charges 

fing very frequent. I have been 
asked to act as intermediary and in- 
'erpreter for these British, and my 
time is likely to be fully occupied, as 
More are coming in. 


The British and Germans feel 
the need of literature severely. 
is practically impossible to 
Obtain papers or books in either 
language here and we should be 
Intensely grateful to any of your 
Teaders who could send us any 
discards.” I will undertake that 
they reach their destination. 


Pg have received a copy of The 
Wer of Non-Violence for an 
fon uican pacifist doctor who asked 
Wo i. A’ Londoner here, who is 
Vi Unded in both legs, is now con- 
Need of the futility of violence as 
fone suasive. He was “sitting on the 


©" when the war broke out, and 


Off on the wrong side! 
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ARMS POLICY 


HE reorganization of the life of 
the peoples on a war basis is re- 
garded by the Executive Committee 
of the Methodist Church Social Wel- 
fare Department as an appalling and 
imminent menace to world peace. 

A resolution, moved by the Rev. 
Henry Carter and unanimously 
adopted by the committee last week 
begged the Government, “lest it 
should seem that Britain is returning 
to the pre-War competitive race in 
armaments which failed to avert 
catastrophe in 1914,” to 

“reaffirm its adherence to the 
principle of a League of Nations 
for the purposes of reducing 
armaments, maintaining peace, 
developing, and applying inter- 
national law, and _ upbuilding 
human welfare.” 

The committee further renewed a 
request that the Government should 
announce its determination to take a 
full constructive part in a new inclu- 
sive world conference to grapple with 
economic and territorial causes of in- 
ternational tensions which threaten 
war. 


BANNED PLAY ON ARMS 
PROFITEERS 


By JOHN ATHEY 


The B.B.C.’s withdrawal of Patriot- 
ism, Ltd., by L. du Garde Peach, 
came as a surprise and disappoint- 
ment to hundreds of peace lovers, as 
well as to the author himself, who, 
it appears, had not been advised of it. 

This play was a satire on 
armament profiteering and the 

B.B.C. gave as their reason for 

the withdrawal that “it might 

be mistaken for a comment on 
current national affairs.” 

The author strongly denies this 
possibility. However, we hope that 
he will find other means of presenting 
it to the public. 


PROPAGANDA POINT 


LIERE is a suggestion for 
22 propaganda (writes a corres- 
pondent) which might appeal to 
others. 


After PEACE NEWS has 
been read I am presenting it 
to each house in turn in my 
road. If it is not welcomed it 
will cause discussion. 


oS ee ee 


Territorials “in action” near London with an anti-aircraft gun. 


RECRUITING FOR AIR 
* DEFENCE ” 


Encouragement—for Pacifists! 


From a Sussex Correspondent 


PACIFISTS should take heart 
from the following story. 

A short time ago I received an 
imposing document from the British 
Empire Union, announcing a nation- 
wide recruiting campaign for the Terri- 


torials. Enclosed was a copy of a 


letter from Mr. Duff Cooper, giving 


].L.P. War Policy 


A restatement of the Independent 
Labour Party's policy of resistance to 
capitalist war is contained in a reso- 
lution which will be submitted to the 
annual conference of the party at 
Easter. 


In the event of war between 
two groups of capitalist coun- 
tries (even if a workers’ State 
is part of one of the groups) the 
British working class should 
concentrate on overthrowing the 
British capitalist government, 
says the resolution. 


If imperialist Governments attack 
subject peoples, it continues, the 
workers should take action to refuse 
war materials to the former. How- 
ever, if this action would serve the 
rival interests of British or some other 
imperialism, “‘or if the leadership of 
the subject people is anti-working 
class,” policy should be decided in 
consultation with other working class 
organizations. 


HELPING THE I.P.C. 


The decision of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the International Coopera- 
tive Alliance, just announced from 
Strasbourg, to adhere officially to the 
[International Peace Campaign, has 
been warmly welcomed at the I.P.C.’s 
headquarters in Geneva. 


It is also announced that the Gen- 
eral Secretariat of the Alliance is to 
take immediate steps to enlist the ser- 
vices of all its sections in support of 
the national I.P.C. committees which 
have now been set up in 41 countries. 


his blessing to the scheme, and a for- 
midable list of meetings to be held 
all over Kent and Sussex. 


One of these was billed to take 
place in Lancing. Not without some 
trepidation (for I expected to find 
bands and flags, the roadway blocked 
by a seething mass of people, and 
plain-clothes men hovering on the out- 
skirts to pounce on sedition mongers) 
I proceeded to the appointed spot. 


There was not a soul to be seen, and 
I was beginning to think I had mis- 
taken the date when a car drove up 
bearing a large placard with the 
words: 


DEFENCE not DEFIANCE 
Join the TERRITORIALS 


Two men got out, and looked 
about them somewhat disconso- 
lately. They seemed rather at 
a loss, so I said to them, “Are 
you by any chance the recruit- 
ing meeting?” To which they re- 
plied, “Well—yes, but there 
doesn’t seem to be any audience.” 


They asked me a little anxiously if 
I were the “press,” and when I re- 
assured them on that point, one of 
them boldly got up on to the running 
board of the car and addressed the 
air in front of him for several minutes 
on the need for recruits, while I 
talked to his companion. Nobody 
seemed to notice him, until a boy of 
about twelve stopped, and the follow- 
ing conversation ensued: 


“Hey, sonny, got any brothers?” 
“Yes, two—smaller'n me.” 


The second man then said he 


thought his friend should “save his 
voice for the evening,” with which 
dark remark the recruiting meeting 
came to an end. 


PACIFISTS MUST KNOW THE GALLOWS 


is an expression of fear, hatred and despair — 
the raw material of war. Every inroad on 
cruelty strengthens mass resistance to the mass 
bruralities which threaten. Pacifists should 
therefore actively support abolition of the death 
penalty. Particulars and free literature can be 
had from The Secretary, 

National Council fer the Abolition of the Death Penalty 
Parliament Mansions, Victaria Street, Leadon, $.W.1 


PEACE NEWS 


NOVA PILBEAM 
who personally autographed this picture, shortly to feature in an 
Alfred Hitchcock drama of everyday life. 


| Films | 


“VETERANS OF 
ON THE 


FUTURE WARS” 
SCREEN 


By ERIC W. SYKES 


THE response to my recent ar- 

ticle on the possibilities of 
running special peace-film shows 
was gratifying, and I had the 
pleasure of assisting a number of 
correspondents to run these valu- 
able peace propaganda entertain- 
ments in different parts of the 
country. 


I should like to say here that there 
are 35 mm. (standard) films available 
as well as 16 mm. films, with a definite 
anti-war propaganda value, though 
they are all professionally produced 
studio films, and are consequently 
more expensive to hire. 


Should any PEACE NEWS 
reader feel that it was within 
the bounds of possibility to hire 
the local cinema for an after- 
noon or evening, and show any 
such films, I shall again be only 
too pleased to help. 


FUTURE WAR VETERANS 


Many of us look forward with keen 
anticipation to the “March of Time” 
series of news-interest films, which 
will, I am convinced, be of almost 
historic interest in the future for edu- 
cational purposes. Current at your 
local cinema, where they are shown, 
is No. 7 of the series, containing a 
survey of a movement started in 
America by three young students (you 
read about this in your paper, prob- 


These young men are demanding 
with the logic of inexperienced 
youth (would that that logic re- 
mained in later life!) “why not a 
bonus now, while I can myself use 
it, rather than a bonus to my 
relatives when I have been killed in 
‘the next war?’” 


The film then goes on to reveal in 
a somewhat “embarrassing” way (vide 
Council of Action recent news-sheet) 
the way in which Great Britain has 
suddenly become war-conscious, re- 
armament-conscious (who mentioned 
£1,500,000,000?) and scaremongerish. 


It is crude, this film, but to the 
point. I have an idea that, soon, there 
will be a little more censorship on this 
“March of Time” series, which will be 
a pity. 


ABOUT ORDINARY PEOPLE 


This week’s illustration (auto- 
graphed for me by Miss Nova Pil- 
beam herself) of one of our youngest 
and yet most popular stars is interest- 
ing because some weeks back in this 
column we bemoaned the lack of films 
about ordinary people like you and 
me. 


Now Alfred Hitchcock, pioneer 
talkie exponent, is making a 
film about just such an ordin- 
ary person, and the events in 
which he/she may easily be- 
come involved during a normal 
day’s life . . . savours somewhat 
of the recent successful B.B.C. 
“Mr. Penny” series on National 
wavelength at 8 o’clock. 


If as good as that, the film (with 


ably) demanding “dollar bonuses for} Nova Pilbeam as the star) will be 


future war veterans.” 


good, 
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| Broadcasting | 


“AS OTHERS SEE Us” | 


Candid Critics Air Their 
Views 


By R. M. 


HOLBROW 


THE German who broadcast in the ““As Others 


See Us” series of fortnightly talks and whose 
boosting of fascism aroused resentful growls from 
the Left, made some observations which were shrewd 
as well as provocative. 

During his stay in this country, he said, he had often 
been asked his opinion of England and the English, but 
seldom had he encountered any real curiosity as to what 
actually he did think. 

Presumably his English friends asked him those 
questions out of politeness. The views of a foreigner 
were not, of course, of any importance! 

Is this self-sufficiency (there are worse names for it) 
a typical English characteristic? 


If so, these B.B.C. talks, in which foreigners tell us 
candidly what they think of us, will not prove very 


Do You Know— 


popular. What do PEACE NEWS 
readers think about them? 


Even pacifists must have experienced 
something of a shock, or a series of 


HOW WE PAY OUR ARMS|shocks, on hearing the plain words of 


ACCOUNT ? 


OW that we have some idea of 

what the Government intends to 
spend on “rearmament” during the 
next few years, it is worth while ask- 
ing how the bill will be paid. 


Up to the present it has been met 
from taxation. According to R. W. 
B. Clarke of the Financial News, 


about 46 percent—nearly one half— 
of this is indirect taxation, most of 
which is paid by the working class in 
the price of tea, sugar, beer, and so 
on. 


The Government now intends 
financing part of its require- 
ments by means of a loan. This 
method of financing, as was 
shown during the War, results 
in a burden of national debt 
which strangles the social ser- 
vices. 


A namesake of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, Mr. Arthur Chamber- 
lain, chairman of Tube Investments, 
Ltd., and a director of General Elec- 
tric Co., Ltd., warned a meeting of 
shareholders not long ago: 


“When the armament boom is]. 


over we shall be faced with taxa- 
tion to pay for it, and with a de- 
pleted honest trade (i.e., trade un- 
connected with “rearmament”) from 
which to earn the taxation.” 


STRONGER THAN 
FORCE 


SCLIISTORY has taught us that 

there is a greater strength 
in the spirit of respect than there 
is in the carrying of arms and the 
display of force, and I wish that 
could be extended over a wider 
sphere, because I still do not be- 
lieve that the salvation of the 
world lies in armaments,” declared 
the Chief Constable of Plymouth (Mr. 
G. S. Lowe), at a recent meeting of 
Ebrington Street Young Methodist 
Guild. 


our critics. 
“TWO NATIONS” 


We know that most of our big 
cities contain slums. The problem 
of their abolition is not confined 
to any one town or part of the 
country. Have we not taken it for 
granted that squalid districts of in- 
sanitary dwelling-places unfit for 
human habitation were to be found 
in all countries? 


It is a little damaging to our self- 
esteem to hear representatives of four 
European nations boast: “We have no 
slums.” 


English people, at least since Dis- 
raeli’s time, have been familiar with 
the idea of the “Two Nations.” 


It is a painful subject, this glaring 
contrast between riches and poverty, 
but it seems to be an inevitable accom- 
paniment of industrial progress, 2 
universal phenomenon, or so we have 
thought. 


CRITICISMS 


Listen to the Norwegian: “I did not 
know what extremes of wealth and 
voverty were until I came to England. 


The Swede doubted whether 
anywhere else in Europe there 
existed such differences betwee” 
the classes; and the German, al- 
ready referred to, claimed that 
in his country there was 2 much 
more even distribution of wealth 
than there was in England. 


That the educational systems of the 
Scandinavian countries were superior 
to our own; that the physique of our 
young people compared unfavoura 
with that of German youth, that the 
soot-polluted atmosphere of London 
and other big towns had no counter” 
part in their countries—these | we 
some of the many outspoken criticism 
delivered over the air by our foreig? 
visitors. 2 

What shall we do about it? pentiee 
the B.B.C. to ban such broadcasts i 
the future? Or is it possible that the 
critics are right? 
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FORGIVENESS IN 
INDIA 


PRISONERS IN 
INDIA. Society of Friends, 
Friends House, Euston Road, 
London, N.W.1. 6d. 

JN May 1936 the Society of 

Friends appealed to the Vice- 

Toy of India for the release of 

political prisoners, of which there 

are more than a thousand in 

India, in addition to a similar 

number required to report to the 

police daily. 
Under the Defence of India Act 

(1915) persons suspected of terrorism 


can be arrested, and their fate decided 
by two judges, who examine in camera 


POLITICAL 


evidence put before them by the 
police. 
There is no appeal, though 


cases are reconsidered after five 
years or less. This Act was con- 
sidered necessary owing to the 
difficulty of obtaining witnesses 
against terrorists; but this pam- 
phlet points out that, without 
open trial, injustices are bound 
to occur. 

In his reply to the Friends’ appeal, 
the Marquis of Linlithgow stated 
that “the necessity still exists for keep- 
Ing certain persons under detention 
Without trial” and that a general re- 
lease of prisoners has led to fresh out- 
breaks of crime. Many who study this 
Pamphlet may well feel that this latter 
Statement is questionable. 

While the Friends consider that the 
full facts should be placed before the 
British public, there has been some 
Improvement in the terrorist position 
in Bengal. 

A training scheme, with Govern- 
Ment loans, has enabled a limited 
Number of these ex-détenus to estab- 
Ish small factories near Calcutta. 

F.N.H. 


REVIEWS 
IN 
BRIEF 


RAW MATERIAL OR WAR MA- 
TERIALS? Alfred Plummer. 
Gollancz. 3s. 6d. 


The position of the dissatisfied 
Owers is analyzed in this book, and 
the question asked whether they re- 
Quire the raw materials for peace or 
Or war. 


THE PROBLEM. A. Ruth Fry, 
Thorpeness, Suffolk. 1d. 


This excellent pamphlet discusses 
the problem of the appalling spread 
Of evil in the world, and the attitude 
We should take toward it. 
ok The writer points out that although 
‘Nere has been an amazing increase in 


A plan which, had we the 
Courage to adopt it, would 
Make an end of war, is 


A 
BIRMINGHAM PEACE PLAN 
by HARRISON BARROW, 
LELLA S. FLORENCE, and 
WILFRED WELLOCK. 
Price 21d., post free, from 


The Blackfriars Press, Ltd., 
Mith-Dorrien Road, Leicester. 
Neduced prices for quantities. 


Recent Publications 


PEACE NEWS 


the knowledge of science, there has 
been no corresponding increase in 
spiritual powers. She urges us to be 
pioneers, struggling toward the vision 
of a peaceful world. 


ASSES, FOOLS AND PRATING 
COXCOMBS. A. Ruth Fry, 
Thorpeness, Suffolk. Id. 


Miss Ruth Fry makes a strong pro- 
test against rearmament in this pam- 
phlet. 

She says that “we arm because 
we believe war to be inevitable, 
and by arming we make it more 
inevitable, instead of realizing 
that armaments are symptoms 
of a disease for whose origin and 
nature we must seek.” 

The title recalls Shakespeare’s ques- 
tion whether, “if the enemy is an ass, 
and a fool, and a prating coxcomb,” 
we should be the same. 


LEFT, RIGHT, LEFT! 


The success of the Left Book Club 
appears to have aroused people with 
right tendencies to action. Two pri- 
vate companies have been formed “to 
carry on the business of political 
propaganda” and are to be known as 
the National Book Club and _ the 
Right Book Club. 


Pacifism in History 


How Pilate Gave Way 
To Urarmed 
Jews 


From a Correspondent 


I came across a supremely in- 
teresting example of pacifism in 
Basil Matthews’ book, A Life of 
Jesus. 

The writer relates how Pilate, when 
appointed procurator in Palestine, 
determined to set up the Emperor’s 
image in Jerusalem, on the battlements 
of the Tower of Antony. He knew 
the Jews dare not attack the citadel 
for they would be deemed guilty of 
rebellion against Rome. 

The high priests conceived a plan 
whereby some five thousand Jews, 
completely unarmed, marched some 
sixty odd miles to Pilate’s palace. They 
asked for a hearing but were refused. 

Day after day passed and still they 
waited, until the sixth day, when 
Pilate granted them audience. He 
ordered them to go to the hippodrome, 
where chariot races were held, and 
also instructed his soldiers to surround 
the place. 

“What do you want?” Pilate asked. 

“Remove the images of Cesar,” 
they answered. 

Pilate gave a swift order and 
the hidden soldiers came into 
view, drawn swords in their 
hands. He threatened the Jews 
with instant death unless they 
retracted their wish. 

There was a moment’s silence. Then 
a Jew cried out: 

“TY would rather die than have the 
images stay in Jerusalem.” 

Then the whole company of Jews 
bared their necks and, flinging them- 
selves upon the ground, awaited death. 

Pilate, amazed, knew not what to 
do. He was baffled and beaten. 

Finally he gave way. 

“Remove the images of the 
Emperor from Jerusalem,” he 


GETTING TO KNOW OUR 


NEIGHBOURS 


Tramping Tours Abroad 


By H. GRANVILLE HAWKES 


Resting in the mountains. 


EETING folk can be fun— 
especially if they're foreign- 
ers. How strange they seem in 
London. Yet think how strange 
you would be in Paris or Berlin! 


You who look forward to holidays 
for the joy mentioned might con- 
sider the rich experience of tramping 
abroad. As one who has done so 
for some years past I feel bound to 
pass my experiences on. 


There’s nothing like first-hand 
knowledge of our neighbours in get- 
ting understanding. They have a lot 
to teach us, I assure you! 


Introducing the 


BRITISH YOUTH PEAGE 
ASSEMBLY 


'THE British Youth Peace Assem- 

bly, which aims at coordinating 
the peace activities of national youth 
organizations, seeks to persuade young 
people to become active supporters of 
peace. 

It states that the peace which 
it desires is not simply the inter- 
val between one war and the 
next, but a condition of the 
world in which a war anywhere 
is impossible. 

In pursuit of these objects the 
National Assembly has set up Regional 
Assemblies throughout Great Britain. 


It is not possible for individual 
members to join the B.Y.P.A. (as the 
Assembly is known), but the regional 
bodies are forming local youth peace 
councils. Individuals can _ identify 
themselves with the work of the 
Assembly through these. 


The control of the policy and 
programme of activities of the 
B.Y.P.A. lies with the consti- 
tuent organizations. 


The annual subscription is 5s. and 
further information may be obtained 
from the secretary, British Youth 
Peace Assembly, 5 Avery Road, 


said, giving orders to his soldiers. | London, W.1. 


Eight years ago I learned that 
a mixed party of English folk 
tramped through the Rhineland 
using the youth hostels. Out of 
the experiences and spirit of 
that party, International Tramp- 
ing Tours grew rapidly. 

Built around the spirit of com- 
munal voluntary service, folk of 
all nations found a fellowship in 
the organization which trans- 
eended political and _ religious 
faiths. 


THE SPICE OF VARIETY 


With LT.T. parties, I visited the 
Black Forest, the Rhine, the Vosges, 
Denmark, and Switzerland. I’ve been 
on lakes Constance, Geneva, and An- 
necy. 

The majesty of Mont Blanc has 
confronted me. In Brussels, Frank- 
furt, Strasbourg, and Copenhagen, 
(‘ve tasted many strange dishes and 
seen a hundred attractions (the 
pleasure gardens of the Tivoli in 
Copenhagen will never be forgotten). 

The tours gave me simple open- 
air holidays. When mountains were 
climbed the parties had no need for 
guides because the ascents were all 
simple (there was, I remember, the 
Scesalplana in the Vorarlberg, Mont 
Joli in the Alps, and the Hjimmelberg 
in Denmark). 

Tramps are mostly fifteen days’ 
holidays. There are a few longer 
ones for more fortunate brethren. 


COSTS 


Even those who can’t manage fif- 
teen days are not forgotten. The 
1937 1.1.T. programme has a tramp 
in the Ardennes (Belgium) lasting 
seven days. £4 10s. is the cost. 

As the holidays are voluntarily or- 
ganized and led as a contribution to 
international understanding, prices are 
quoted at a minimum cost to cover 
just the bare expenses. Any surplus 
money left after the trip is distributed 
among the members. 

It is noteworthy that Inter- 
national Tramping Tours  be- 
lieves that tramps should con- 
tinue everywhere possible. Thus 
1937 plans include holidays 
tramping in Italy as well as in 
Germany. The organizers feel 
that the viewpoints of such coun- 
tries can best be understood by 
experience of the inhabitants’ 
lives. 

The 1937 I.T.T. programme of 
tramping and cycling tours will be 
sent to any PEACE NEWS reader on 
application to the Secretary, I.T.T., 
6 Bainbrigge Road, Leeds, 6. 


— Join the 
PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


Copy out on a post-card 
this pledge :— 
I renounce war and I will 
never support or sanction 
another. 
Sign your name and address and 
send it to:— 
THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
96 Regent Street, W.1 
who will be pleased to answer any 
questions 


a ae ee ee 
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FOLLOWING THE 


LIGHT 


OUR correspondent, Ruby 

Osborne, says she “knows of 
nothing but Christianity on which 
to base a positive pacifist way of 
dealing with the offender.” 

It will be disastrous if, in this 
struggle to gain another inch on the 
road of evolution, we waste any time 
in pointing out the superiority of our 
own particular “lamps.” 

Whether our inward light be 
that of pure philosophy, Budd- 
hism, so-called “materialism,” or 
Christianity is beside the point 
so long as it leads us along the 
road. 

I happen to bz a follower of the 
Buddha because that faith suits my 
temperament, and |] think if your 
Christian correspondent will inquire 
into Buddhism she will find it is not 
too unworthy a faith on which to base 
this quite elementary morality of re- 
fusing to brutalize oneself by having 
anything to do with bloodshed. 


the negative. 


Brotherhood.” 


The contents of the 
Event,” by Middleton Murry ; “‘Is it Peace?” by John Douglas ; 
“Feed my Sheep,” by Gordon Jeffrey ; “‘ The Test of Religion,” by 
Max Plowman ; ‘‘Go not into Pacifism,” by N. A. Holdaway, with a 


PEACE NEWS 


“Dear Sir.....7 


Throughout it is pervaded with 
compassion for all creatures, not only 
humans, besides of course containing 
elementary commands not to kill, and 
so on; its teaching on the non-separ- 
ateness of all humanity, involving the 
merging of the self in the all, is almost 
too high for most of us to hope to 
reach. It leaves no scope for violence. 


“FOLLOWER OF THE BUDDHA.” 
Looe, Cornwall. 


CRISIS COMING? 


At present the government regards 
the P.P.U. with apathetic unconcern, 
but sooner or later if our numbers 
continue increasing as they have been 
doing lately we are bound to be vio- 
lently opposed. What will happen then 
depends on the efficiency of our 
organization. 

I feel that the only way we can hope 
to pass this crisis successfully is by 


“DHE ADELPHI’ 


\ beer ae who desire—and what true Pacifist does not ?_to 
understand the full implications of their own creed, should read 
“THE ADELPHI.” It is the unique organ of a religious Socialism, 
and a revolutionary Christianity. Since it does not speak to the 


converted, its pages are open also to sincere opponents of Pacifism. 


Pacifism, if it is to stand the strain that coming events will surely 
put upon it, must become a complete way of life. 
It needs the positive to make it dynamic. You will 
find the positive of Pacifism in ‘‘ THE ADELPHI,” whose motto is 
the word of William Blake: ‘Religion is Politics; and Politics is 


the development of the “cell” or 
“team” method of organization. Every 
member of the P.P.U. must be kept 
in personal contact with the move- 
ment. T. J. S. MALLAGH. 
30 Tudor Drive, Gidea Park, Essex. 


PUTTING THEM ON 
RECORD 


Doubtless many members of the 
P.P.U. have been inspired by the per- 
sonality and voice of one or other of 
our leaders. 

This being so, would it not be 
possible to reproduce their voices 
on gramophone records? 

One record could be used for two 
messages—e.g. a propaganda message 
on one side and a word of inspiration 
on the other. 

GEO. J. D. CHILVER. 
8 London Road, 
Clapton, E.5. 


Pacifism alone is 


March number 


reply by Max Plowman ; and “ Poetry, Christianity and Revolution,” 
by Middleton Murry. 


The annual subscription to ““ THE ADELPHI” is 6/-. A copy 
of the current number will be sent to any address for 6d. post free ; 
a specimen copy of a recent number for 2d. post free. “THE 
ADELPHI” cannot be obtained from the ordinary bookseller or 
newsagent, but only by post from :— 


THE ADELPHI CENTRE, LANGHAM 


Near COLCHESTER 


include : 


“The 


invisible 
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PARLIAMENT AND 
PEOPLE 


OE could not help contrasting the 
poor attendance in the House of 
Commons—especially on the Govern- 
ment benches—when the Factories 
Bill was introduced, and the crowded 
House that listened to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer outline his proposals 
for raising £1,500,000,000 for defence. 
Yet it should be no cause for 
surprise when the prevailing 
character of the present Parlia- 
ment is taken into account. 

For the majority of members waste- 
ful expenditure on armaments is much 
more attractive than the conditions 
under which millions of people have 
to work and live. 

(Rev.) H. J. DALE. 
“Devona,” 
Western Road, Lymington. 


CHURCH PROTESTS 


While agreeing with your correspon- 
dent Mr. Charles Northen that some 
form of protest against the resolution 
of the Church Assembly should be 
made, I am rather inclined to think 
that the method suggested would tend 
to offend members of the congre- 
gation. 

Personal letters to the clergy would, 
I feel, be much more to the point, but 
verbal protests might well be made at 
church meetings or on those occasions 
when church-goers are assembled in 
the church hall or other meeting place 
which is not a place of worship. 

E. HEIMANN. 
128 Peter’s Court, 
London, W.2. 


GALLANT MULTITUDES? 


MY criticism of PEACE NEWS 5S 
5 that it tends to be too much 
the organ of a small minority who 
expect to be unpopular, and have 10 
use for the gallant multitudes who 
are facing up to the horrors of 
threatened war, from a sense of duty. 

These multitudes are not our enemies. 
I should like it to tell them that thei 
heroism is splendid, and to die for 4 
ideal is godlike and that we only de- 
precate their contemplated sacrifice 
because we know a more excellent 
way. “ 
“PATRIOTIC PACIFIST 
Guildford. 


We do, of course, respect anyon 
who is really sincere. We would 
point out, however, that “the gallant 
multitudes” are not willing “to de 
for an ideal” but to kill for an ideal, 
and that wars are not the result 0 
latent heroism but something very 
carefully and coldly prepared for-— 
Ed. 


PACIFISTS AND 
SOCIALISM 


It is certain that even a civil 
for the freedom of work people bap 
be turned to the advantage of fast 
war monger. But a completely pact! os 
method which could not be defeat" 
nor turned aside was suggested in Mr. 
Cowling’s recent article. k 

In no field is violence more yea 
and pacifism more strong thap | 
the political field. Indeed, its Po 
tion is so strong that the T.U- ‘dt 
carefully pigeon-holed the sugsestis ng 
It is for Christian socialists to br 
it out and prepare for its use. 

CHARLES SIMMON 
96 Queen’s Avenue, 
Finchley, N.3. 
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THE “INVASION” OF 


AMERICA 
A. BURTON'S analogy of the 
* unresisted invader, with the 


Roman, Saxon, and Norman. inva- 
Stons is a valid one. 


A better one, however, is the 
Modern “invasion” of America. For 
Several decades, prior to the unfor- 
tunate raising of immigration bars by 
the U.S.A. in 1929-30, armies landed 
€very year in that country from east, 
West, and south, until in the United 
States there were more Germans 
than there are in Berlin, more 


Greeks than in Athens, more 
Italians than in Rome, more 
Jews than in Jerusalem, more 


Japanese than in Tokyo, Mexicans 
than in Mexico City, and English 
4nd Scotch than in Birmingham 
and Glasgow. 


And already there were more 
hegroes than in all Africa. 


The result is a rapidly growing 
Omogenity over an area as large as 
from the Orkneys to the Sahara 

sert, and from Portugal to Mos- 
Sow, with racial animosity among 
Whites already non-existent and tend- 
Ng to disappear as between whites 
and blacks and browns and _ yellows. 


Let us hammer away at everything 
that stands in the way of the free 
Ntercourse of men, showing always 
that the division of the world intp 
Nations is purely arbitrary and arti- 
ficial. When nationalism and patriot- 
8m have gone, man’s difficulties will 
€ seen to be resolvable without re- 
Course to war. 

B. W. SIDWELL. 
114 Regent Street, 


Nelson, Lancashire. 


HISTORY BOOKS 


In answer to Mr. C. H. Cox's letter 
asking for a history book that does 
Not distort facts and glorify kings 
ind battles, I would suggest John 
Richard Green’s Short History of the 
English People, or Professor E. M. 
Tevelyan’s History of England. 


PERCY A. BAKER. 
124 Gleneagle Road, 
Streatham, S.W.16. 


I would recommend C. H. Cox to 


4 fine book by Eric Walker—History 


f€aching for Today (Nisbet) in which 
Modern problems, war, and _patriot- 
‘sm are fully considered. 


RONALD S. MALLONI. 


Goldsmith's College, 
New Cross, S.E.14. 


KEEP CALM! 


{ trust the differences of opinion 
neucerning religion and pacifism will 
Ot develop into a “dog-fight.” 
-~ far as I can see the Christian 
ts have made no criticism of 
tri Teligious pacifists and ! hope our 
ac "ds will realize that vast numbers 
os are in the P.P.U. solely because 
4 Consider war to be entirely in- 
Mpatible with our faith as_ its 
Under taught it. 


ince we have a common aim, 
for gf Quarrel about our reasons 
esiring it? 
a J. SCHOFIELD BARKER. 
‘Zroy Street, Millbrook, 
Stalybridge. Cheshire. 


AU REVOIR! 


by 
“Miss Regent” 


AS Miss Rayne is leaving the 
office I, 
under her thumb, have to follow 


being very much 


suit. 
Although I am only going away for 


a few months there are many good 
friends I hate to say goodbye to. 


There’s the lift boy, who thinks 
that most of the stuff we publish is 


6 


rot’; there are the group leaders, a 
grand lot who spend their days earn- 
ing their livings and their evenings 
and nights working for the Peace 
Pledge Union; there are the many 
members I have met; there are the 
people in the office; the sponsors; the 
“doubters” who come to ask questions 


and buy literature. 


It all makes me feel rather senti- 
mental—until I comfort myself 
with the thought that I shall be back 
quite soon and that when | return 
there will probably be even more 
work to do than there is now. 


LESS THAN A YEAR 


It seems incredible that I have only 
been working for the Peace Pledge 
Union since last April. Then I was 
the sole member of the staff; now 
there are thirty to forty. 


Then there were no groups: now 
there are over 500. I used to sit and 
read books on pacifism and get aw- 
fully fussed and busy if the postman 
brought a letter or the telephone rang. 
Now we deal with several hundred 
letters a week and our two telephone 
lines are kept busy from early morn- 
ing until late in the evening. 


When I started we had one room; 
in June we took another and J] had 
someone to help in the mornings with 
the letters. Then suddenly the thing 
began to grow at the most breathless 
rate; we were overwhelmed with cor- 
respondence, callers, telephone calls 
and demands for the formation of 
groups. 


I can’t remember the exact 


date but it was, I think, in June 
when Dr. Sheppard and I, both 


feeling nervous went to our first 
group meeting in Kingston. We 


came away full of hope for the 
Peace Movement, as it was then 
called. 


I wonder what will have happened 
by the time J get back? I hope that 
there will not be a single village or 
town without an active group; that the 
numbers will have doubled; that the 
Peace Pledge Union will have made 
every man and woman in the country 
aware of the fact that there are thou- 
sands of English people who will have 
nothing to do with war. 


To achieve these ends I believe, my- 
self, that we must each one of us 
make pacifism the most important 
thing in our lives. We are mission- 
aries; may we be devoted and selfless 
in the tremendous work we have to 
do. 


PEACE NEWS 


ABYSSINIA 


Following the recent bomb-throwing 
incident at Addis Ababa all natives 
found carrying arms or with arms in 
their huts were stated to have been 
shot, according to a Rome report of 
February 23. 


AUSTRIA 
The German Foreign Minister, 
Baron von Neurath, concluded his 
visit to Vienna on February 23. 
According to an official communique 
the conversations were held in a most 
friendly atmosphere. 


CANADA 

The new Ottawa agreement,. which 
marks a downward trend in_ tariffs, 
has received almost unanimously 
favourable comment in Canada, it 
was reported on February 26. 

Mr. Aberhart, Premier of Alberta, 
broadcast on February 28 an admis- 
sion that he was unable to fulfil his 
promise to establish Social Credit in 
18 months but appealed to his sup- 
porters for a renewal of their con- 
fidence. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
A rejection of the Government's 
recent concessions to the German- 
speaking population and complete 
autonomy were demanded on Febru- 
ary 28 by Herr Henlein, leader of the 
Hitler party in Czechoslovakia. 


GENEVA 

Lord Astor, chairman of the Nutri- 
tion Conference, declared on Febru- 
ary 24 that a systematic study of nu- 
trition would result in better health. 

Children should have a proper pro- 
portion of protective foods. In Nor- 
way every child who arrived at school 
half an hour before time had a free 
breakfast of such protective foods as 
milk, bread, butter and fruit. 

He commented on the growing 
popularity of milk bars in England. 


GERMANY 

Speaking on March 1 at a meeting 
in connexion with the Leipzig Fair, 
Herr von Ribbentrop dealt with the 
German claim for colonies. 

He attributed much of the world’s 
unrest to the fact that Germany, by 
the Versailles Treaty. had been 
brought into the front rank of “non- 
possessing States” and he appealed for 
a “generous gesture” on the part of 
the mandatory Powers to effect a 
compromise. 

GREAT BRITAIN 

The abandonment of certain Dur- 
ham villages was proposed in a Gov- 
ernment report issued on February 


“talking of mottoes” 


writes a reader, “It occurred 
to me, while reading Lord 
Ponsonby’s article on Mr. An- 
thony Eden's policy, what a 
splendid motto are the words 
‘If you wish for Peace 
Prepare for Peace.’ 
They are so much more positive 
than ‘War, we say No.” 

An East Barnet, Hertfordshire, 
member of the Peace Pledge 
Union reported the following 
recently as his group’s suggestion 
for a more positive pledge than 
“IT renounce war and I will 


never support or _ sanction 
another”: 
I support methods of 


trust and good will between 
all nations and cannot sup- 
port or sanction war. 


PUBLIC AFFAIRS IN BRIEF 


24. Of the insured population in the 
district 42 percent were unemployed 
and the outlook appeared hopeless. 

Compulsory arbitration and a re- 
nunciation of the right to strike were 
two provisions in an agreement re- 
ported on March 1 between owners 
and miners in South Wales. 


ITALY 


The British invitation to the Gov- 
ernment of Haile Selassie to send a 
representative to the Coronation is re- 
sented in Italy, according to Rome 
reports of February 23, and there is 
a possibility that as a consequence the 
king of Italy will not be represented. 


PEERS ON FOREIGN 
POLICY 


Government on New 
Treaty 


HE need for a change in British 

foreign policy was pointed out by 

Lord Arnold in the House of Lords 
last week. 

It was make believe, he said, to talk 
about collective security, as, for prac- 
tical purposes, the League of Nations 
consisted of France and Great Britain. 

Nothing but trouble and disaster 
had come from the foreign policy of 
Great Britain, which was based, almost 
from the beginning of the century, on 
what was, in effect, an alliance with 
France. 

Replying for the Government, the 
Earl of Plymouth disagreed with 
Lord Arnold’s contention that the 
Government ought to seek release 
from all obligations under which we 
were bound to intervene by force of 
arms. 

He said the Government be- 
lieved that the peace of Europe 
could best be safeguarded by a 
treaty of mutual guarantee 
on the lines of the Treaty of 


Locarno, but not _ necessarily 

identical. 

Such a treaty was now being nego- 
tiated. However, the Government 


had no intention of withdrawing from 
the League of Nations. 


“DEFENCE” LOAN 

Several speakers during the second 
reading of the “defence” loan Bill de- 
plored the Government's lack of peace 
policy. 

Mr. Chamberlain agreed to a sug- 
gestion that the massing of armaments 
throughout the world was insanely 
unconstructive, but “he was not with- 
out hope that better sense would pre- 
vail.” The Bill was passed for the 
third reading. 

SPECIAL AREAS 

Against the vast sum to be ex- 
pended on “defence,” the Govern- 
ment’s provision of £2,000,000 for the 
special areas appears very meagre; nor 
is it very much consolation that the 
Government proposes to build arma- 
ment factories in these areas. 


MINES 

Arising out of the discussion on the 
Teport on the Gresford colliery ex- 
plosion, a resolution was passed in 
the House of Commons last week 
calling for immediate and effective 
measures to ensure maximum safety 
in mines. 


OXFORD BY-ELECTION 
The Oxford University by-election 


resulted in a majority for Sir Arthur 
Salter of 7,580 to 3,917. 
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CAMPS 
PACIFISTS — MEET OTHER 
PACIFISTS at the pacifist Easter 
camp. Full particulars from J.A.C., 
115 Brecknock Road, London, N.19. 
Gulliver 2918. 


DRAMATIC 
CAN YOU ACT? Use your talent 
for peace by joining the International 
Pax Players Association. Non-sec- 
tarian, non-political. Particulars from 
Mrs. E. Eunice Horner, 48 Arlington 
Street, London, N.1. 


MARY PENDERED’S Peace 
Plays: The Quaker; William Penn; 
Banish the Bogie; Britannia Remem- 
bers (Pageant). Successful produc- 
tions for 23 years. Printed. Apply 
Great Addington, Kettering. 


YE KING’S STONE PRESS, 20a 
Lower Teddington Road, Kingston- 
on-Thames. If you are interested in 
peace read MOLOCH by Winifred 
Carter, 2s. 6d. (2s. 8d. by post). 

“Most affecting. It depicts the 
agony of war in the home and in the 
heart of a mother.” Daily Sketch. 


EDUCATIONAL 
BRIDGE HOUSE SCHOOL, Tad- 
worth, Surrey. Preparatory and Nur- 
sery Home School. Every educational 
facility. Qualified staff. Peace at- 
mosphere. 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 

ALBUMS, SCROLLS, &c., from 
3 to 100 guineas. Battley Brothers 
Ltd., Printers and Publishers, The 
Queensgate Press, Clapham Park, 
S.W.4. 


LITERARY 
THE PACIFIST PLAY OF 1937 


KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK 


By W. A. Rathkey 
one hour—prose and verse 


Obtainable from H. Allan Smith 
6 Cavendish Road, Brondesbury, N.W.6 


MEETINGS 


FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIA- 
TION (London Union). A Fellowship 
Hour, for communion with God and 
each other, led by Rev. Alan Balding, 
is being held the third Monday in 
each month from 6.30 to 7.30 p.m., at 
165 Gray's Inn Road, London, W.C.1. 


(Newsagent’s name) 


PreaseE Hanp Tuts To Your NEwsAGENT 


Please deliver PEACE NEWS to me weekly. 


as from issue dated oo csessssseseee 


Note to Newsagent.—PEACE NEWS is published weekly as a 
national newspaper at the retail price of 2d. It is obtainable by your 
wholesaler at the usual rates from the Publishers, at 59 Waterfall 
Road, London, N.11 (Tel: Enterprise 1888). 


MEETINGS—{Continued) 


DR. GRAHAM HOWE will lecture 
in Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
Holborn, on Monday, March 8, at 
8 p.m. The subject: Wisdom. 

Tickets, to be obtained by post 
from 99 Clare Court, Judd Street, 
W.C.1, ordered by phoning Regent 
2843, or bought at the door: 2s. 6d., 
Is. 6d., Is., some free. 


POSTERS 
PEACE POSTERS for the times. 
Samples on application to the Secre- 
tary, Northern Friends’ Peace Board, 
Spring Bank, Rawdon, near Leeds. 


WHERE TO STAY 

DELIGHTFUL 16th CENTURY 
FARMHOUSE in Sussex is open as 
a guest-house to those desiring restful 
and health-giving holidays. Suitable 
for conferences or retreats. Profits 
are used to provide holidays for 
London slum-dwellers. 

Write to Mrs. J. A. Corke, Mickle- 
page Farm, Nuthurst, near Horsham, 
Sussex. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS.—Vegetarian 
Food Reform Guest House. Alt. 600ft. 
For happy holiday or restful recupera- 
tion. Increased accommodation. Cen- 
tral heating throughout; h. and c. 
water in all bedrooms. Central for 
conferences.—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The 
Briars, Crich, near Matlock. Tel.: 
Ambergate 44. Station, Ambergate 
(L.M.S.) 


DEVON AND CORNWALL. Two 
friendly Guest Houses; comfortable, 
pleasant grounds, good catering. 
“Fairfield,” Dawlish; ‘“Penmare,” 
Hayle. Very low “off-season” terms. 
Brochure No. 21, Douglas Bishop, 
“Fairfield,” Dawlish, South Devon. 
(Tel. 151.) 


CONCORD 
is a strictly vegetarian 
Guest House 
where pacifists will find congenial 
company. Non-residents welcome 
to meals 
Mrs. F. E. Morgan, Concord 
House, 23 Pembridge Villas. 
London, W.11 
*Phone: BAY. 0736 


Address tpi semen... Men 0. ee ee eee 


DIARY OF 


Today (Mar. 6). 3.15 p.m. Presby- 
terian Church, Crouch Hill; Rev. 
Alan Balding on “The Christian 
pacifist faces the challenge of the 
present situation”; F.o.R. 

6 p.m. Presbyterian Church Hall, 
Crouch Hill; annual business 
meeting of North London F.o.R. 

Tomorrow. 8.15 p.m. Palmadium, 
Palmers Green; George Lans- 
bury and Canon S. D. Morris at 
public meeting; P.P.U. 

Mon. 3 p.m. 138 Upton Road, Bex- 
ley Heath; garden party arranged 
by Bexleyheath and district 
branch of P.P.U. 

6.15 p.m. Essex Hall, London, 
W.C.1; Dr. Louis Segal on “The 


HARNESSIKG ENTHUSIASM 


John Barclay (B) and David 
Spreckley (S) will assist at the 
following inaugural meetings :— 


Mon. 7.30 pm. Friends House, 
High Street, Swansea; (S). 
7.30 p.m. Nazareth Chapel. 
Aberdare; (B). 


Tues. 7 p.m. Central Hall, 
Tonypandy, Lower Rhon- 
dda; (B). 

7 p.m. Filoh 
Pentre; (S). 


Wed 7 


Church, 


p.m. Y.M.C.A., 


Llanelly; (B). 


7.30p.m. Bethlehem Green 
Vestry; (B). 


Thurs. 7 p.m. 
Pontypridd; (B). 
7.15 p.m. The Hope Eng- 
lish Baptist Church, Bridg- 
end; (S). 

7 p.m. Liberal Assembly 
Rooms, Foundry Bridge, 
Abertillery; (B). 

7.30 p.m. Nebo Baptist 
Church, Mount Pleasant. 
Ebbw Vale; (S). 

7 p.m. Baptist Church, 
High Street. Merthyr 
Tydfyl; (S). 


Y.M.C.A., 


Sat. 


economic problem and_ world 
peace—5. The Soviet Union”; 
tickets Is. from National Peace 
Council, 39 Victoria Street, Lon- 
don, S.W.1. 

8 p.m. Mountfield Hall, 
Robertsbridge; village 
ganda meeting; P.P.U. 

8 p.m. Congregational Church. 
Bexleyheath; parliamentary de- 
bate: P.P.U. 

8 p.m. Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square, Holborn; Dr. Graham 
Howe on “Wisdom”; tickets from 
99 Clare Court, Judd Street, Lon- 
don, W.C.1. 

8.15 p.m. Central Hail, Edmon- 
ton; peace play and address by 
Rev. Leslie Keeble; Methodist 
Peace Fellowship. 


Tues. 1.20 to 2 p.m. Friends House. 
Euston Road. London, N.W.1; 
two conscientious objectors on 


near 
propa- 


“Why we joined the P.P.U.”; 
Peace Committee of London 
Friends. 

8 p.m. White Rock Pavilion, 
Hastings; Dr. H. R. L. Shep- 
pard, Dr. Herbert Gray and 
James Hudson at peace rally; 


Hastings Peace Council. 


ThE WEEK 


Friends’ Meeting House, Welling- 
ton Street. Northampton; Dr. 
Marrack at delegate conference 
on Government's arms_ policy; 
Northampton Peace Council. 
Thurs. 1. to 140 p.m. St. Mary 
Woolnoth, London, E.C.3; Sil 
Norman Angell on “What can 
we do now for peace?” 
6.15 p.m. Essex Hall, London, 
W.C.1; Freda Utley on “The 
economic problem and world 
peace—6. Japan and China”; 
tickets Is. from National Peace 
Council, 39 Victoria Street. Lon- 
don, S.W.1. 
8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Dundonald Drive, Leigh-on-Sea; 
Rev. D. W. Ellis-Jones on “The 
case against pacifism.” 
8 p.m. Lyonsdown Hall, Lyons- 
down Road, New Barnet; public 
meeting to be addressed by 
Canon Morris and Rev. N- 
Goodall; P.P.U. 

1.15 to 2 pm. King’s Weigh 
House, Duke Street, London, 
W.1; Vera Brittain on “Why we 
should not fight”; P.P.U. 


Fri. 


7.30 p.m. Thompson Memorial 
Hall, Dundas Street, Sundet- 
land; George Lansbury an 


Canon Morris at public meeting: 
Chairman, the Mayor of Sunder- 
land: tickets Is.; P.P.U. 

8 p.m. St. Nicholas Church Hall. 
Perivale; Dr. H. R. L. Shep- 
pard at public meeting; P.P.U. _ 
8 p.m. Horsenden Lane Council 


School, Greenford; Captain 
Mumford at public meeting 
P.P.U. 


Town Hall, Mitcham; public 
meeting to be addressed by DI 
Herbert Gray and Wilfred Wel- 
lock; P.P.U. 


WE DIDN’T SAY 
IT 


Surely it is better to know the be 
haviour of a cuckoo’s stomach than [0 
organize a nation for war? Lord 
Horder. «* * * * 


I suggest that before the staggering 


sum of £1,500,000,000 is authorized 
diture. 


for the promotion of peace; 
the money could be used fo 
teaching of languages, some to = 
representatives of the people to othe 
countries, and perhaps what was ae 
might be handed to Dr. Sheppard © 
help him and his party in their aoe 
for the Prince of Peace. Letter 
Manchester Evening News. 


se 


, : the 
The next war will begin wheré the 


last war ended, and it ended with 


in 
collapse of civilian moral. Leader 
The Times. 
* * a * in 
The most important change 


. rd 
army life is the use of polished nee 
wood for floors which wl 
with the task of daily 


The Universe. 
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